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Fiscal Implications:  Estimated at $100,000 for modification to fetal death reporting system, 1 

certificate ordering system, and retraining of personnel, with 1 year from enactment to 2 

implement the modified system. 3 

Department Position:  The Department of Health (“Department”) supports the intent of 4 

HB2506 if sufficient funds and time are provided to implement. 5 

HB2506 requires the Department of Health to develop and issue a new vital record certificate 6 

called a “Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stillbirth” upon the request of the parent. 7 

The U.S. Standard of Certificates of Birth, Death and Fetal Death are mandated by federal law.  8 

Much effort and training were expended in the last revision of the national Standard Certificate 9 

revision process to differentiate live birth and fetal death.  In Hawaii all products of conception 10 

require the reporting of either a fetal death or a live birth.  The Certificate of Birth Resulting in  11 

Stillbirth would be a new vital record but would include information already contained on the 12 

fetal death certificate. 13 

If the legislature were to appropriate the funds to modify the fetal death reporting system, 14 

certificate ordering system, and retaining of personnel, and allow one (1) year to implement the 15 

“Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stillbirth” then the department will be able to implement the 16 

intent of HB2506. 17 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.  18 



HB-2506 
Submitted on: 2/10/2020 8:01:49 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2020 9:30:00 AM 
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Office of the County 
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Div. 
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Comments:  

I am in strong support of this bill.  I feel it would mean so much to those parents.  Thank 
you for allowing me to submit testimony. 
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HB-2506 
Submitted on: 2/10/2020 8:48:56 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lorilani Keohokalole Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Mizuno, Vice Chair Kobayashi and Committee Members, 

My name is Lorilani Keohokalole, I am a mother and I reside on the island of Kauai. 

I submit this testimony in Support of HB2506, to give parents of stillborn babies the right 
to obtain a Cetificate of Stillbirth in addition to a certificate of fetal death. 

As a mother of four children, I have so much compassion for other women that have 
carried their fetuses to term and for whatever reason, the babies pass. I had a personal 
experience while in the hospital doing an inversion at 39 weeks with a breech birth. In 
the room next door, was my sister in law who's baby's heartbeat had stopped the same 
day. While I was going through my "procedure", my sister in law was being given drugs 
to force her to "give birth" to her child. She did, eventually have the baby and as most 
experience in these situations, given the certtificate of fetal death. Even though, she had 
the experience of giving birth to her child. 

Parents, need closure and the documentation of birth is a huge piece to healing when 
there is a stillborn birth. It gives honor to the Mother, who has carried; nurtured and in 
many cases given birth to a child.  

Whenever we celebrate my sons birthday, I think of this child. Thank you for your time. 

Aloha, 

Lorilani Keohokalole 

  

 



 

                             
   
  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

House Committee on Health 
 
Tuesday, February 11, 2020 
9:30 am Conference Room 329 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
  
Re:  HB2506  RELATING TO VITAL STATISTICS 
  
Aloha Chair Mizuno, Vice-Chair Kobayashi and members of the House 
committee on Health: 
  

 SUPPORTS HB2506. This bill for an 
act will requires the department of health to issue a certificate of stillbirth 
issued in the case of a stillbirth, upon request of the parent or parents. At its 
58th annual convention, the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs adopted 
resolution 2017-40, strongly urging the State of Hawaii Department of Health 
to issue a certificate of stillbirth in addition to a certificate of fetal death. 
 
The acknowledgment of the stillbirth life of a child through certificates can 
provide meaningful support to the ohana. 
  
Founded in 1964, PKHCC was organized to promote the education and social 
welfare of people of Hawaiian ancestry and objectives include supporting high 
ethical standards in business, industry and the professional fields of enterprise. 
 
PKHCC urges the committees to PASS HB2506. 

  
Me ke aloha, 
  
  
A. Makana Paris 
Pelekikena 
president@pkhcc.org 
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HB-2506 
Submitted on: 2/10/2020 8:57:34 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Donna K Santos Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  





HB-2506 
Submitted on: 2/10/2020 10:19:44 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Malia Makanani Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this bill. Proof of death, must be recognized as proof of birth.  E ola e no 
keiki, Haloa 

 







HB-2506 
Submitted on: 2/10/2020 12:38:27 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

G Asi Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this Bill because every life matters and is cherished even in the womb. 

 



HB-2506 
Submitted on: 2/10/2020 1:38:11 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Noelle Campbell Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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HB-2506 
Submitted on: 2/10/2020 3:51:18 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/11/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tiana Laranio Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please support the parents who experience such a tragic and devastating loss and pass 
this bill.  
  

mahalo nui for your time and thoughtful compassionate consideration.  
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1

Edward Thompson, III

From: Kapuamohala Kirkland <kapuamohala.kirkland@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 10, 2020 10:21 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: Fwd: Testimony for HB 2506

Date: February 10, 2020

To:House - Committee on Health

From: Jewelynn Kirkland

Re:HB 2506 RELATING TO VITAL STATISTICS

Aloha Chair John M. Mizuno, Vice-Chair Bertrand Kobayashi, and members of the House Committee on Health,

My family STRONGLY SUPPORTS HB 2506 Relating to Vital Statistics. This bill requires the Department of Health to issue
a certificate of stillbirth issued in the case of a stillbirth, upon request of the parent or parents.
.
For Native Hawaiians the cycle of life begins from conception, on to birth, death and beyond. We honor all mothers who
have given birth to a child whether they were born live or still.  The loss of a baby due to stillbirth remains a sad reality
for many families and takes a serious toll on families’ health and well-being. The mother carried the baby from
conception, endures natural childbirth, has milk in her breasts, leaves the hospital without their child and later deals
with the burial of their child.  It is a troubling and oppressive reminder of a woman’s failure to produce a healthy, living
baby by having only a certificate of fetal death.  Respect and honor should be shown for both the birth and death of the
baby.  Therefore, we respectfully urge the Committee to PASS HB 2506.

On behalf of the Parents Malia Nobrega-Olivera and Victor Olivera and their baby, Ka'aiohelo.

Mahalo,
Jewelynn Kirkland
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Edward Thompson, III

From: kuulei akaka <kuuleiakaka@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, February 10, 2020 5:01 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: HB 2506 RELATING TO VITAL STATISTICS

Date: February 11, 2020

To: Ka ᾶAha Kenekoa- Committee on Health

From: NARLETTE KUᾶULEI AKAKA
kuuleiakaka@yahoo.com
45-435 Kulauli St.
KǕneᾶohe, HI 96744

Aloha Chair John M. Mizuno, Vice-Chair Bertrand Kobayashi, and members of the House Committee on Health,

My family STRONGLY SUPPORTS HB 2506 Relating to Vital Statistics. This bill requires the Department of Health to
issue a certificate of stillbirth issued in the case of a stillbirth, upon request of the parent or parents.

.

For Native Hawaiians the cycle of life begins from conception, on to birth, death and beyond. We honor all mothers who
have given birth to a child whether they were born live or still.  The loss of a baby due to stillbirth remains a sad reality for
many families and takes a serious toll on families’ health and well-being. The mother carried the baby from conception,
endures natural childbirth, has milk in her breasts, leaves the hospital without their child and later deals with the burial of
their child.  It is a troubling and oppressive reminder of a woman’s failure to produce a healthy, living baby by having only
a certificate of fetal death.  Respect and honor should be shown for both the birth and death of the baby.  Therefore, we
respectfully urge the Committee to PASS HB 2506.
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Edward Thompson, III

From: Tamara Swift <swiftt@hawaii.edu>
Sent: Monday, February 10, 2020 8:18 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: HB2506

For Native Hawaiians the cycle of life begins from conception, on to birth, death and beyond. We honor all mothers who
have given birth to a child whether they were born live or still.  The loss of a baby due to stillbirth remains a sad reality
for many families and takes a serious toll on families’ health and well-being. The mother carried the baby from
conception, endures natural childbirth, has milk in her breasts, leaves the hospital without their child and later deals
with the burial of their child.  It is a troubling and oppressive reminder of a woman’s failure to produce a healthy, living
baby by having only a certificate of fetal death.  Respect and honor should be shown for both the birth and death of the
baby.  Therefore, we respectfully urge the Committee to PASS HB 2506.

e.thompson
Late
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Susie Chun Oakland Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Mizuno and Members of the House Health Committee: 

I strongly support HB2506 and express my appreciation to your committee for seeing 
the sucessful passage of this bill through the legislature this year. 

Me ke aloha pumehana, 

Susie Chun Oakland 
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Edward Thompson, III

From: Kealii Parker <kparker@kkv.net>
Sent: Tuesday, February 11, 2020 12:32 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT for Bill HB 2506

Aloha Chair John M. Mizuno, Vice-Chair Bertrand Kobayashi, and members of the House
Committee on Health,

My family STRONGLY SUPPORTS HB 2506 Relating to Vital Statistics. This bill requires the
Department of Health to issue a certificate of stillbirth issued in the case of a stillbirth, upon request
of the parent or parents.
.
For Native Hawaiians the cycle of life begins from conception, on to birth, death and beyond. We
honor all mothers who have given birth to a child whether they were born live or still. The loss of a
baby due to stillbirth remains a sad reality for many families and takes a serious toll on families’
health and well-being. The mother carried the baby from conception, endures natural childbirth, has
milk in her breasts, leaves the hospital without their child and later deals with the burial of their
child. It is a troubling and oppressive reminder of a woman’s failure to produce a healthy, living
baby by having only a certificate of fetal death. Respect and honor should be shown for both the
birth and death of the baby. Therefore, we respectfully urge the Committee to PASS HB 2506.

This would mean a great deal for my family and I, having lost our Anora Love, born still sleeping
September 14, 2016.  Her inoa imua, or first name is Kamala'anonalaninohomǕlieikapǾ, meaning
the "beloved child of the heavens who chose to remain in the realm of PǾ".

Mahalo nui!

Kealiᾶi Poᾶoloa
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